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*Sunday Workshops (9:00am start)
Choose one of the following:

School outdoor spaces and student
wellbeing with Nature Play WA
Engaging Adolescents in the difficult
conversations
People First - Practical HR for P&Cs
Governance in action 

*Saturday Workshops (3:45pm start)
Choose one of the following:

Workshop 1
Workshop 2

Workshop 3

Workshop 4

Fundraising with Containers for Change
Keeping calm while supporting behaviour
and connecting with your child
Running meetings that work - 3 things
that make P&C meetings smooth and
effective
Advocacy that works - Practical
Strategies for P&Cs

Workshop 5

Workshop 6

Workshop 7
Workshop 8

Saturday 22 August Sunday 23 August

Networking Sunriser
Includes coffee/tea and breakfast bites

Workshop Sessions

WACSSO Table Talk: P&C to P&C
A facilitated peer discussion session
Director General, Department of Education
Mr Jay Peckitt
Student Panel - Voices of the Future
Gold Partner Address
FreshSNAP
Lunch
Prize Draws and Awards
Good News Story Draw
Merit Certificate Acknowledgements
People’s Choice Art Award
President’s Choice Art Awards
From Local Impact to Statewide Change
Are you a future WACSSO State Councillor?
Keynote Speaker
Ashlee Harrison
From Zero to Hero
Student Performance 
The Russo Kids
President closing remarks
Conference Closes

Delegate Registration
Includes coffee/tea in Exhibitor Hall
92nd WACSSO Conference opens
Welcome to Country
President’s Welcome
Student Performance
Wilson Primary School
President’s Welcome continued
Minister for Education
Hon Ms Sabine Winton MLA
Platinum Sponsor Address
Containers for Change WA
Morning Tea break
Annual General Meeting
President presents Annual Report and
Agenda Items
P&C Guest Speaker 
North Perth Primary School P&C
Harvest Project
Hot Buffet Lunch
Sponsored by Containers for Change
Keynote Speaker
Dr Jana Pittman
Community sport helps grow champions:
champion athletes, and champion people
Guest Speaker
Ava Oprandi, Dept Communities
Working with Children Check in WA
Lotterywest Group Photo
Afternoon Tea
Workshop 
Sessions
Networking Sundowner - Exhibitor Hall
Light bites, refreshment & entertainment

7:30-
8:15am
8:30am

8:45am
8:50am

9:00am
9:10am

9:50am

10:00am
10.30am

12:10pm

12:30pm

1:30pm

2:30pm

3:00pm
3:10pm
3:45-
5:00pm
5:00-
6:30pm

8:00am

9:00am
10:15am

11:00am

11:20am
11:50am

12:00pm
1:00pm

1:25pm

1:35pm

2:35pm

2.45pm
3:00pm

Timetable
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Sabine was first elected to Parliament in 2017, as the Member for Wanneroo. During the
40th Parliament, she was a member of the Education and Health Standing Committee and
served as Acting Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

Sabine was re-elected in 2021 and appointed as the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal-State Relations. As part
of this role, she was the Chair of the Steering Committee for the Aboriginal Cultural Centre
project.

In December 2021, she was additionally made the Parliamentary Secretary to the Deputy
Premier; Minister for State Development; Jobs and Trade; Tourism; Science; Commerce.

In December 2022, Sabine was elevated to Cabinet as the Minister for Early Childhood
Education; Child Protection; Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence; Community
Services. Sabine was appointed Minister for Education; Early Childhood; Preventative Health;
Wheatbelt in March 2025.

Before entering politics, Sabine was a teacher for 27 years and taught in various locations
across Western Australia, including Fitzroy Crossing and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. More
recently, Sabine held the position of Primary Extension and Challenge Coordinator (PEAC)
with the Department of Education from 2005-2017, where she also achieved the status of
Level 3 classroom teacher.

Sabine attended Wanneroo High School and remains a long-time Wanneroo local, where
she raised her three daughters.

Guest Speaker

Hon Sabine Winton MLA

Minister for Education; Early Childhood; Preventative Health; Wheatbelt

Guest Speaker

Jay Peckitt
Director General - Department of Education

Jay Peckitt was appointed as Director General in 2024, moving to the role from his position
as Deputy Director General, Education Business Services. Jay has worked for Western
Australia’s public sector for more than 20 years. He has held senior positions across
several departments including child protection, finance and communities, as well as
education. Jay holds a Bachelor of Business and a Graduate Diploma of Applied Corporate
Governance and is a Fellow of CPA Australia. In 2018 the Western Australian Institute of
Public Administration Australia named him Chief Financial Officer of the Year and Young
Leader of the Year.

Speakers

Welcome to Country

Robyn Collard
BA Primary Education, M Ed (Religious Education)

Robyn is a Nyungar Yorga from the Whadjuk and Ballardong groups, has 9 brothers and
sisters and is a mother of three and nana to 16 beautiful and talented grandchildren. Her
wider family includes the McGuire, Bennell and Shaw families with connections to the Tiwi
Islands.

She has developed cultural education programs, offers cultural safety advice from an
Aboriginal perspective on a range of issues and builds capacity with everyone she meets.
Robyn comes with a wealth of knowledge and experience in her career that covers
previous roles within the government and Catholic education systems as a Principal, Team
Leader and Education Consultant across the Northern Territory and Western Australia – she
continues in her role of storyteller and educator.

Robyn is a very busy Nana with her cultural and community work in her spare time and
supporting her grandchildren in their endeavours at school and sport.



A two times world champion, four times Commonwealth champion - in the sport of athletics,
Jana Pittman personifies resilience and determination. When continual injuries hampered her
athletic career and could have signalled retirement, she swapped the track for the ice, joining
the Australian women's bobsled team and becoming the first woman to represent Australia in
both a Summer (2000, 2004) and Winter (2014) Olympic Games.

Off the track, Jana completed a Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery at Western Sydney
University in 2019 (graduating with First Class Honours and the university medal) and is now a
3rd year Registrar in Obstetrics and Gynaecology with a Masters of Reproductive Medicine.

This busy woman is proud mum to six children:
Cornelis, Emily, Jemima, Charlie and twins Quinlan and Willow.

Having experienced her own personal scare with cervical dysplasia, Jana became an
ambassador for the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation. In 2021, Jana was a participant in
the gruelling television show SAS Australia on Channel 7. 

She made it to the last day of the course and was the final female standing among the 18
celebrity recruits, despite having given birth only five and a half months previously.

Opening Keynote Presentation - Community sport helps grow
champions: champion athletes, and champion people

Dr Jana Pittman, two times world champion and four times Commonwealth
champion

Keynote Speakers

Closing Keynote Speaker - from Zero to Hero

Ashlee Harrison is the Founder and CEO of zero2hero and a Council Member at Curtin
University.

After losing her stepfather to suicide, Ashlee founded zero2hero on the belief that
prevention must begin early. By giving young people the knowledge and skills to understand
mental health, seek help and support one another, she believed lasting change could be built
from the ground up.

Under her leadership, zero2hero has grown into one of Western Australia’s leading youth
mental health organisations, reaching more than 400,000 young people and delivering
programs across every region of the state.

Ashlee’s leadership has been recognised through a Business News 40under40 Award,
including the 2025 Not-for-Profit category award, Young Western Australian of the Year, the
Australian Financial Review’s 100 Women of Influence, a Pride of Australia Medal and the WA
Youth Award for Education.

Ashlee Harrison, Founder and CEO of zero2hero
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Bethany is a passionate community development professional with a strong belief in the
power of grassroots action to drive meaningful change. She has been with Containers for
Change for 5 years, working to equip community groups, charities, schools, and P&Cs with
the tools and knowledge to maximise their fundraising efforts through collecting 10¢
containers. Over the past year, she has focused solely on supporting WA schools and
P&Cs involved in the scheme. Bethany is dedicated to empowering WA schools to take
the lead in creating positive environmental and social impact through container recycling.

Bethany will be discussing the enormous impact that WA P&C Trailblazers have made via
Containers for Change since its 2020 inception, saving millions of containers from landfill
whilst raising much needed funds for WA schools and communities. She’ll also be
announcing the Containers for Change P&C of the Year award.

Bethany Moore, Community Development Coordinator (Containers for Change)

Platinum Partner Address

Romi Stern, Senior Program Officer (FreshSnap)

Gold Partner Address

Romi Stern is a Senior Program Officer at freshSNAP (School Nutrition Advisory Program),
bringing together expertise in both nutrition and education. After beginning her career in
public health nutrition and later working as a teacher, she now supports schools to create
healthier food environments that help children learn, grow and thrive.
 
Passionate about the impact food can have on children’s wellbeing, Romi works alongside
P&Cs, parents, educators and canteen managers to make healthy eating practical,
achievable and enjoyable, helping school communities build healthy habits that can last a
lifetime.

Ava Oprandi is a passionate Senior Community Engagement Officer at the Department of
Communities where she works to inform and educate the community on Working with
Children Checks in WA. 

In previous roles, Ava has managed the WWC Check organisational requirements for the
Department of Education and provided training to staff in schools on maintaining
professional boundaries, physical contact guidelines, strategies to improve child safety
and professional ethics.

Guest Speaker - Working with Children Check in Western Australia and the
latest on upcoming legislative changes.

Ava Oprandi, Senior Community Engagement Officer at the Department of Communities

Every year, the North Perth community comes together to harvest local olives and produce
the award-winning Harvest 6006 extra virgin olive oil, creating a successful and unique
P&C-led fundraising initiative.
 
In this session, Nicole will share how a simple community idea has grown into a thriving
annual project that celebrates local history, brings together volunteers of all ages, and
raises significant funds for North Perth Primary School. Discover how strong community
partnerships, effective volunteer engagement and a great story have turned Harvest 6006
into much more than a fundraiser.

P&C Guest Speaker - North Perth Primary School P&C, Harvest Project

Nicole Ferraro, Harvest Project

Invited Speakers
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All Saturday workshops commence at 3.45pm. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.

Workshop Sessions 
Saturday 22 August

Learn how your P&C can save millions of 10c containers from waste while raising funds
for your school. In this interactive session, you'll exchange ideas with fellow P&C
members, troubleshoot, and gain tips and resources to kick-start or boost your
Containers for Change program.

Bethany is a passionate community development professional with a strong belief in the
power of grassroots action to drive meaningful change. She has been with Containers for
Change for 5 years, working to equip community groups, charities, schools, and P&Cs with
the tools and knowledge to maximise their fundraising efforts through collecting 10¢
containers. Over the past year, she has focused solely on supporting WA schools and
P&Cs involved in the scheme. Bethany is dedicated to empowering WA schools to take
the lead in creating positive environmental and social impact through container recycling.

Workshop 1: Containers for Change - boost your P&C's impact and fundraising

Bethany Moore, Community Development Coordinator, Containers for Change

Workshop 2: Four Ways - keeping calm while supporting behaviour and
connecting with your child (2-11 years)

Brad Williams, Director, Behaviour Tonics

Brad Williams will deliver this very digestible 'taster', drawn from his new & practical
parenting education course, Four Ways. You'll leave with plenty to think about, as well as
practical ideas for what to do (and what to avoid doing) when supporting your child's
behaviour.

Brad will cover ways to respond, rather than react, to behaviour that's not OK, how to
coach the Big Emotions that children struggle with, and the importance of teaching and
encouraging positive behaviour without resorting to bribery or rewards.

Participants will leave with practical strategies they can use immediately at home. 
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Workshop 4: Advocacy that works - practical strategies for P&Cs

Kate Hayes-Thompson, Vice President and Councillor for Wheatbelt South

Advocacy is one of the most powerful tools available to P&Cs, yet many members are
unsure where to start or how to achieve meaningful outcomes. This hands-on workshop
breaks advocacy down into a simple, practical and repeatable process that can be applied
in real school settings, regardless of the issue or experience level.

Participants will be introduced to a proven five-step advocacy model, learn how to identify
and prioritise issues, and practise crafting clear, compelling messages that resonate with
decision-makers. The session will also explore what makes advocacy successful in
Western Australian schools, including the importance of building positive relationships,
understanding the right channels for influence, and communicating with confidence and
purpose.

With a strong focus on practical application, attendees will work through real-world
scenarios and leave with actionable tools, greater confidence, and a clear roadmap for
advocating effectively on behalf of their school community. Whether you're championing a
local initiative or addressing a broader issue, this session will help you turn good intentions
into meaningful action.

All Saturday workshops commence at 3.45pm. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.

Workshop Sessions 
Saturday 22 August

Workshop 3: Running meetings that work - 3 things that make P&C meetings
smooth and effective

Nicole Mola, Vice President and Councillor for Joondalup East

P&C meetings don't have to be long, confusing or unproductive. This practical workshop

explores the three essential building blocks of an effective meeting: a well-structured

agenda, a clearly written motion, and constructive debate that keeps discussions focused

and respectful.

More than just theory, this is a hands-on session where participants will put these skills into

practice. Working together, you'll learn how to develop an agenda that keeps meetings on

track, draft motions that lead to clear decisions, and participate in productive discussion

that encourages good governance and confident decision-making.

Whether you're attending your first P&C meeting or looking to strengthen your committee's

meeting practices, you'll leave with practical skills, greater confidence, and a simple one-

page toolkit you can use at your very next meeting.
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Workshop 5: School outdoor spaces and student wellbeing

Dr Kelsie Prabawa-Sear, CEO of Nature Play WA and Nature Play Australia

Join Dr Kelsie Prabawa-Sear from Nature Play WA to learn about the ways that Nature Play
WA is supporting WA schools to make the most of their outdoor spaces for student
wellbeing. Kelsie will present research and some practical, low-cost ideas and resources
to help P&Cs that would like to make positive changes in their school’s outdoor spaces
and how they are used.

Dr Kelsie Prabawa-Sear is the CEO of Nature Play WA and Nature Play Australia, a 
not-for-profit organisation dedicated to supporting the mental and physical health of
Western Australian children by growing their connection to nature and community through
outdoor play.

Kelsie has had a varied and rich working and academic experience in both Australia and
Indonesia prior to joining Nature Play WA, having worked in State Government, consulting,
and not-for-profit organisations, all with a focus on children, education, and environment.
Kelsie has entwined her work with postgraduate research degrees, completing a Masters
by Research degree and PhD on environmental education.

Kelsie is a published author, parent, and advocate of the benefits of nature for children.

This practical one-hour workshop provides simple, easy-to-understand strategies to help
parents confidently address challenging teenage behaviour. Drawing on both professional
experience and his own parenting journey, Brad will share how a more organised
approach can strengthen relationships and improve behaviour.

Workshop content is drawn from the highly regarded parenting education program, this
session explores which behaviours can be ignored, how to help teenagers consider the
consequences of their actions, and ways to navigate difficult conversations with greater
confidence and calm.

Participants will leave with practical strategies they can apply immediately at home.

Workshop 6: Engaging adolescents in the difficult conversations (11-16 years) 

Brad Williams, Director, Behaviour Tonics

All Sunday workshops commence at 9.00am. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.

Workshop Sessions 
Sunday 23 August
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Workshop 7: People First - practical HR for P&Cs

Lois Andrijich, Director, Life at Work

Debbie Booth, Finance & Training Officer (Regional) 

Becoming an employer is often one of the most unexpected responsibilities of serving on a
P&C. Whether you're hiring canteen, uniform shop, book-keeping or other staff,
understanding your legal obligations as an employer is essential.

Join HR expert Lois Andrijich from Life at Work and WACSSO Trainer Debbie Booth for this
practical and engaging workshop designed to give you the knowledge and confidence to
navigate your employer responsibilities. You'll gain practical guidance on recruitment, award
coverage, privacy and confidentiality, workplace processes, and managing common staffing
issues, helping you become a fair, compliant and effective employer while supporting your
school community.

All Sunday workshops commence at 9.00am. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.

Workshop Sessions 
Sunday 23 August

Workshop 8: Governance in action

Julie Brooks, Senior Vice President and Councillor for Great Southern
Kathryn Macnish, Councillor for South West

Good governance doesn’t have to be complicated. This practical session explores what
good governance looks like in a P&C and how members can work together to make
informed, transparent and effective decisions that benefit their school community.

We'll unpack who is responsible for making which decisions, clarify the different roles
within a P&C, and explore how subcommittees can support the committee's work while
remaining accountable to the broader organisation. You'll also learn practical approaches
to improving communication, encouraging collaboration, and ensuring decisions are made
fairly, consistently and in line with your P&C's responsibilities.

Whether you're new to your role or an experienced committee member, this session will
provide practical tools and real-world examples to help you navigate governance with
confidence. You'll leave with a clearer understanding of decision-making processes,
stronger committee practices, and strategies to build a more transparent, effective and
collaborative P&C.
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	Passionate about the impact food can have on children’s wellbeing, Romi works alongside P&Cs, parents, educators and canteen managers to make healthy eating practical, achievable and enjoyable, helping school communities build healthy habits that can last a lifetime.

	Guest Speaker - Working with Children Check in Western Australia and the latest on upcoming legislative changes.
	Ava Oprandi is a passionate Senior Community Engagement Officer at the Department of Communities where she works to inform and educate the community on Working with Children Checks in WA.


	In previous roles, Ava has managed the WWC Check organisational requirements for the Department of Education and provided training to staff in schools on maintaining professional boundaries, physical contact guidelines, strategies to improve child safety and professional ethics.
	P&C Guest Speaker - North Perth Primary School P&C, Harvest Project
	Nicole Ferraro, Harvest Project
	Every year, the North Perth community comes together to harvest local olives and produce the award-winning Harvest 6006 extra virgin olive oil, creating a successful and unique P&C-led fundraising initiative.
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	All Saturday workshops commence at 3.45pm. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.
	Workshop 1: Containers for Change - boost your P&C's impact and fundraising
	Bethany Moore, Community Development Coordinator, Containers for Change
	Learn how your P&C can save millions of 10c containers from waste while raising funds for your school. In this interactive session, you'll exchange ideas with fellow P&C members, troubleshoot, and gain tips and resources to kick-start or boost your Containers for Change program.
	Bethany is a passionate community development professional with a strong belief in the power of grassroots action to drive meaningful change. She has been with Containers for Change for 5 years, working to equip community groups, charities, schools, and P&Cs with the tools and knowledge to maximise their fundraising efforts through collecting 10¢ containers. Over the past year, she has focused solely on supporting WA schools and P&Cs involved in the scheme. Bethany is dedicated to empowering WA schools to take the lead in creating positive environmental and social impact through container recycling.

	Workshop 2: Four Ways - keeping calm while supporting behaviour and connecting with your child (2-11 years)
	Brad Williams, Director, Behaviour Tonics
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	Workshop Sessions
	Saturday 22 August
	All Saturday workshops commence at 3.45pm. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.
	Workshop 3: Running meetings that work - 3 things that make P&C meetings smooth and effective
	P&C meetings don't have to be long, confusing or unproductive. This practical workshop explores the three essential building blocks of an effective meeting: a well-structured agenda, a clearly written motion, and constructive debate that keeps discussions focused and respectful.
	More than just theory, this is a hands-on session where participants will put these skills into practice. Working together, you'll learn how to develop an agenda that keeps meetings on track, draft motions that lead to clear decisions, and participate in productive discussion that encourages good governance and confident decision-making.
	Whether you're attending your first P&C meeting or looking to strengthen your committee's meeting practices, you'll leave with practical skills, greater confidence, and a simple one-page toolkit you can use at your very next meeting.

	Workshop 4: Advocacy that works - practical strategies for P&Cs
	Advocacy is one of the most powerful tools available to P&Cs, yet many members are unsure where to start or how to achieve meaningful outcomes. This hands-on workshop breaks advocacy down into a simple, practical and repeatable process that can be applied in real school settings, regardless of the issue or experience level.
	Participants will be introduced to a proven five-step advocacy model, learn how to identify and prioritise issues, and practise crafting clear, compelling messages that resonate with decision-makers. The session will also explore what makes advocacy successful in Western Australian schools, including the importance of building positive relationships, understanding the right channels for influence, and communicating with confidence and purpose.
	With a strong focus on practical application, attendees will work through real-world scenarios and leave with actionable tools, greater confidence, and a clear roadmap for advocating effectively on behalf of their school community. Whether you're championing a local initiative or addressing a broader issue, this session will help you turn good intentions into meaningful action.
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	Sunday 23 August
	All Sunday workshops commence at 9.00am. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.
	Workshop 5: School outdoor spaces and student wellbeing
	Dr Kelsie Prabawa-Sear, CEO of Nature Play WA and Nature Play Australia
	Join Dr Kelsie Prabawa-Sear from Nature Play WA to learn about the ways that Nature Play WA is supporting WA schools to make the most of their outdoor spaces for student wellbeing. Kelsie will present research and some practical, low-cost ideas and resources to help P&Cs that would like to make positive changes in their school’s outdoor spaces and how they are used.
	Dr Kelsie Prabawa-Sear is the CEO of Nature Play WA and Nature Play Australia, a
	not-for-profit organisation dedicated to supporting the mental and physical health of Western Australian children by growing their connection to nature and community through outdoor play.
	Kelsie has had a varied and rich working and academic experience in both Australia and Indonesia prior to joining Nature Play WA, having worked in State Government, consulting, and not-for-profit organisations, all with a focus on children, education, and environment. Kelsie has entwined her work with postgraduate research degrees, completing a Masters by Research degree and PhD on environmental education.
	Kelsie is a published author, parent, and advocate of the benefits of nature for children.

	Workshop 6: Engaging adolescents in the difficult conversations (11-16 years)
	Participants will leave with practical strategies they can apply immediately at home.
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	Workshop Sessions
	Sunday 23 August
	All Sunday workshops commence at 9.00am. Please select only ONE workshop to attend.
	Workshop 7: People First - practical HR for P&Cs
	Lois Andrijich, Director, Life at Work
	Debbie Booth, Finance & Training Officer (Regional)
	Becoming an employer is often one of the most unexpected responsibilities of serving on a P&C. Whether you're hiring canteen, uniform shop, book-keeping or other staff, understanding your legal obligations as an employer is essential.
	Join HR expert Lois Andrijich from Life at Work and WACSSO Trainer Debbie Booth for this practical and engaging workshop designed to give you the knowledge and confidence to navigate your employer responsibilities. You'll gain practical guidance on recruitment, award coverage, privacy and confidentiality, workplace processes, and managing common staffing issues, helping you become a fair, compliant and effective employer while supporting your school community.

	Workshop 8: Governance in action
	Kathryn Macnish, Councillor for South West
	Good governance doesn’t have to be complicated. This practical session explores what good governance looks like in a P&C and how members can work together to make informed, transparent and effective decisions that benefit their school community.
	We'll unpack who is responsible for making which decisions, clarify the different roles within a P&C, and explore how subcommittees can support the committee's work while remaining accountable to the broader organisation. You'll also learn practical approaches to improving communication, encouraging collaboration, and ensuring decisions are made fairly, consistently and in line with your P&C's responsibilities.
	Whether you're new to your role or an experienced committee member, this session will provide practical tools and real-world examples to help you navigate governance with confidence. You'll leave with a clearer understanding of decision-making processes, stronger committee practices, and strategies to build a more transparent, effective and collaborative P&C.
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